
 
 
January 12, 2017 
 
The Honorable Ryan Zinke 
1419 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, DC, 20515 
 
Dear Congressman Zinke: 
 
We thank you for your service to the state of Montana and congratulate you on your nomination 
to serve all Americans as U.S. Interior Secretary. As the confirmation process proceeds in the 
U.S. Senate, we ask that you remember where you came from: a state where nearly one third of 
our acreage is designated as public land for the benefit of our businesses, families and 
generations to come.  
 
Given your experience as a fifth-generation Montanan, we were alarmed by your vote on January 
3, 2017 in favor of assigning a zero-dollar value to our public lands. The provision you 
supported, as part of a larger rules package, makes it easier to give away one of Montana’s 
prized business assets.   
 
We are writing on behalf of our members along with all Montana businesses that benefit from 
the economic boost our public lands provide today and the promise they hold for the future of 
Montana jobs. According to the Outdoor Industry Association, Montana’s outdoor economy 
generates $1.5 billion in wages and salaries, $5.8 billion in consumer spending, $403 million in 
state and local tax revenue, and supports 64,000 jobs. In addition to the economic impact 
Montanans enjoy from our public lands, they provide a sacred component of our outdoor culture. 
 
As such, we respectfully ask that you sign the following pledge to rededicate yourself to 
Montana’s outdoor way of life and the Montana jobs that depend on it.  

 
THE PLEDGE: MONTANA’S OUTDOOR VALUES 

By taking this pledge, you are committing to adopting the values outlined below for the benefit of 
all Americans as the U.S. Senate considers your nomination to serve as Interior Secretary. 

 
• Public lands in public hands.   

I recognize hunting, fishing, camping, hiking and exploring our public lands is an essential part 
of who we are as Americans. Our federal public lands help ensure that all Americans can enjoy 
access to the outdoors for generations to come. I recognize that, especially for Western states, 
transferring federal lands to state governments would result in a huge increase in the tax burden 
carried by rural communities. I pledge to uphold the Montana value of keeping public lands in 
public hands. 
 



• Robust funding and permanent authorization of LWCF. 
I recognize the high value of the Land and Water Conservation Fund for all Americans. LWCF is 
funded by royalties paid on offshore drilling so that it does not cost taxpayers a dime. The 
program expands access to our public lands and funds outdoor recreation across the country. I 
vow to support robust funding and permanent reauthorization of the program. 
 

• Protect Yellowstone National Park from mining.  
While recognizing the important role mining plays in Montana’s economy, I also recognize 
certain places do not make sense for mining such as one of our nation’s crown jewels: 
Yellowstone National Park. Based on strong local input from communities and businesses 
directly impacted by proposed mining in the area, I will work to keep intact the current 
withdrawal of mining claims to 30,000 acres of U.S. Forest Service land near the entrance to 
Yellowstone National Park in Montana. 
 

• Protect the Antiquities Act  
I recognize The Antiquities Act has a history of preserving natural treasures for the benefit of all 
Americans, first used by the 26th President of the United States, Theodore Roosevelt. I will not 
support repealing or reforming the law, and will commit to ensure decisions about land conservation 
under the law are made with robust input from local people.  
 
 

________________________________ 
 

Rep. Ryan Zinke, R-Montana 
Nominee, Secretary of the U.S. Department of Interior 

 
{end pledge} 

 
Thank you for your consideration in rededicating yourself to Montana values as you embark on 
this critical role serving all Americans. We also ask that you hold fast to your previous pledge to 
faithfully uphold Teddy Roosevelt’s belief that our treasured public lands are “for the benefit and 
enjoyment of the people.” In your presumptive new role, you will be in a position to oversee 500 
million acres of land. We wish you the very best in this new endeavor.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
________________________________ 
Marne Hayes 
Executive Director 
Business for Montana’s Outdoors 


