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BUSINESS FOR MONTANA’S OUTDOORS ISSUES STATEMENT ON 

CONFIRMATION OF RYAN ZINKE TO INTERIOR SECRETARY, 
SOUNDS ALARM ON PUBLIC LANDS FUNDING CUTS 

 
Montana’s Top Business Organization Advocating for Public Lands: Time to Fight for 

Public Lands Funding 
  

(Bozeman, Mont.) – Business for Montana’s Outdoors issued the following statement 
today in response to the U.S. Senate’s confirmation of Ryan Zinke to serve as the 
next Department of Interior Secretary. Montana’s top business organization 
advocating for public lands also sounded the alarm on recent statements by 
President Trump suggesting major budget cuts to the Department of Interior: 
  
“We congratulate Ryan Zinke on this new opportunity to serve all Americans 
and wish him well as he takes on a critical role for our nation’s economy. 
Because our public lands are so critical to Montana jobs and our Montana way 
of life, we ask that Mr. Zinke fight tooth and nail to retain crucial public lands 
and water funding which are likely to be threatened by the President’s 
budget,” said Marne Hayes, Business for Montana’s Outdoors Executive Director. 
 
A recent news report suggests the Trump Administration’s new budget proposal will 
slash $1.3 billion from the Interior Department’s annual budget. This could result in 
steep cuts for National Parks, the Land and Water Conservation Fund, other public 
lands management and access programs Secretary Zinke is charged with 
overseeing.  
 
Prior to Secretary Zinke’s confirmation hearing in the U.S. Senate Energy and Natural 
Resources Committee, Business for Montana’s Outdoors asked him to sign 
a pledge dedicated to Montana’s outdoor values, which included securing robust and 
permanent funding for the Land and Water Conservation Fund.  
 
Adequate levels of funding for public lands are crucial for Montana's economy. A new 
study shows that over the last four decades, western rural counties adjacent to 
federal lands have outperformed their rural counterparts in other areas of the country 



in four key economic indicators including higher employment and personal income 
growth. 
 
According to the Outdoor Industry Association, Montana’s outdoor economy 
generates $1.5 billion in wages and salaries, $5.8 billion in consumer spending, $403 
million in state and local tax revenue, and supports 64,000 jobs. Business for 
Montana’s Outdoors includes 130 businesses responsible for more than 3,500 
Montana jobs. 
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