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BUSINESS FOR MONTANA’S OUTDOORS: “PERMANENT REAUTHORIZATION OF 

LWCF IS A HUGE WIN FOR OUR OUTDOOR RECREATION ECONOMY” 
President Signs Legislation to Permanently Reauthorize Successful Conservation 

Tool, Vital Funding Still In Question 
  

(Bozeman, Mont.) – Business for Montana’s Outdoor Executive Director, Marne Hayes, issued 
the following statement today in response to President Trump’s signing of a public lands 
package which includes permanent reauthorization of the Land and Water Conservation 
Fund, and permanent protection of Yellowstone’s northern boundary from large scale industrial 
mining.   
  
"Montana’s public lands provide a platform for economic advantages, and invaluable 
business opportunities across the state.  The Land and Water Conservation Fund has 
contributed roughly $587 billion for recreation and conservation projects across Montana 
since its inception over 50 years ago.  Business for Montana’s Outdoors couldn’t be more 
pleased by the good work of our Congressional delegation, for getting LWCF finally across the 
finish line to permanent reauthorization - and we remain hopeful that the next step to 
safeguard this program for all Montana businesses is full, dedicated funding. We are 
additionally grateful our leaders have listened to the hundreds of businesses at the doorstep 
of Yellowstone National Park in protecting the northern boundary from large scale industrial 
mining.”  
  
The Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) has been expired since Oct 1, 2018 - a full 129 
days - which has cost the program $2.4 million per day. 
  
This bipartisan program is widely considered the backbone of America's public lands policy, and 
in Montana alone, LWCF has resulted in $580 million in investments from the Rocky Mountain 
Front to Glacier and Yellowstone, hundreds of fishing access sites, and community parks and 
trails.   
  
Hear more from Montana business owners on the economic impacts of the Land and Water 
Conservation fund: https://www.businessformontanasoutdoors.com/land-water-conservation-
fund/  # # # 


